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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently amended) Device for processing an echo between at least two local 
communication devices close to one another and coupled to each other by a 
communication network A to attenuate, in a signal picked up by [[aj] at least one 
micropho ne of one of said at least two local communication devices d e vic e hav i ng at 
leas t on e microphone , the components of a signal broadcasted by at least one 
loudspeaker [[on]]of at least one other of said at least two local communication 
devie edevices . 

the echo processing device comprising: 

a receiver for receiving, via a dedicated coupling with at least one other of said at least 
two local communication devicesd evtes. information representing at least one signal 
broadcast by at least one loudspeaker on onotho r of at least one other of said at least 
two local communication devico d evices , 

a signal processing arrangement for modifying the signal picked up by at least one 
loudspeak er of at least one other of said at least two locaHT thell communication d e v i ce* 
devices from saidjnformation representing the broadcasted signal and for weighting the 
broadcasted signal by a coefficient representing coupling between ffall at least one 
loudspeaker of the at least one other communication device from ffthel lat least one 
microphone of the communication device. 

2. (Previously presented) Echo processing device according to claim 1, wherein the 
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communication device includes the echo processing device. 

3. (Previously presented) Echo processing device according to claim 2, further 
including a controller for controlling echo between at least one of the loudspeakers and 
at least one microphone of the communication device. 

4. (Previously presented) Echo processing device according to claim 1 wherein the 
information received representing at least one broadcasted signal from at least one 
other communication device was previously weighted by a coefficient representing the 
coupling between a loudspeaker of the said at least one other communication device 
and the microphone of the communication device. 

5. (Previously presented) Echo processing device according to claim 4, wherein the 
signal processing arrangement for modifying the picked up signal is arranged to modify 
the picked up signal according to the weighted broadcasted signal of at least one other 
communication device in the reference echo control signal of the communication device. 

6. (Currently amended) Device for processing an echo between at least two local 
communication devices close to one another and coupled to each other by a 
telecommunication network to attenuate, in a signal picked up by at least one 
microphone of another of said at least two local communication device s devico having at 
loaot ono microphone the components of a signal broadcasted by at least one 
loudspeaker of at least one communication device including at l oos t o n e loud speak e r of 
at l e ast one communication dovico , 

the echo processing device comprising: 

a receiver for obtaining information representing the signal broadcasted by the at least 
one loudspeaker of t he communication device, 
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a signal processing arrangement for transferring the information obtained via a 
dedicated coupling with at least rrthe llone of the other local communication 
deviee devices . 

7. (Previously presented) Echo processing device according to claim 6, wherein the 

« 

echo processing device also comprises circuitry for obtaining information representing 
the coupling between at least one loudspeaker of the said at ieast one communication 
device and the microphone of the other communication device. 

8. (Previously presented) Echo processing device according to claim 7, wherein the 
signal processing arrangement is arranged for weighting the information representing 
the broadcasted signal of the communication device by coefficients associated with 

I information representing the couplings between at least one loudspeaker of the said at 

least one communication device and the microphone of the other communication 
device. 

j 9. (Previously presented) Echo processing device according to claim 8, wherein the 

j communication device comprises a plurality of loudspeakers coupled with the at least 

one communication device so that (a) the signals reproduced by each loudspeaker of 
the at least one communication device are weighted by respective coefficients 
representing the couplings between each loudspeaker of the communication device and 
the microphone of the other communication device and (b) the weighted signals are 
added. 

10. (Previously presented) Echo processing device according to claim 6, wherein the 
circuitry is arranged for establishing the number of other communication devices and for 
establishing the number of loudspeakers of the other communication devices. 

11. (Previously presented) Echo processing device according to claim 10, wherein the 
echo processing device also comprises: 
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a generator for generating at least one predetermined audible signal, 

a receiver for receiving, by means of coupling with at least one other device, information 
representing the reception of the audible signal by at least one other device, 

the signal processing arrangement being arranged for determining the coupling 
between a loudspeaker of the said communication device and the microphone of at 
least one other communication device. 

12. (Currently amended) Method of processing an echo between at least two 
communication devices close to one another and c oupled to each other by a 
telecommunication network to attenuate, in a signal picked up by ITal lat least one 
microphone of one of said at least two local communication d e vic e devices having at 
least one microphone of one of said at least two local communication devices , the 
components of a signal broadcast by at least one loudspeaker of another a t least one 
other of said at least two local c ommunication devteedeyjces, the echo processing 
method comprising the steps of: 

receiving , via a dedicated coupling, from at least one other device of said at least two 
local communication devices, information representing at least one signal broadcast by 
at least one loudspeaker of at least one other of said at least two c ommunication 
devte edevices . 

modifying the signal picked up by [[the]] at least one loudspeaker of at least one other of 
said at least two local communication dovico according to the devices from said 
information representing the broadcasted signal by weighting the broadcast signal by a 
coefficient representing [[the ]]coupling between ITall at least one loudspeaker of the said 
at least one other communication device and [[the] ]at least one microphone of the 
communication device. 
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13. (Previously presented) Echo processing method according to claim 12, wherein the 
received information representing at least one broadcast signal of at least one other 
communication device is weighted by a coefficient representing the coupling between a 
loudspeaker of the at least one other communication device and the microphone of the 
communication device. 

14. (Previously presented) Echo processing method according to claim 13, wherein the 
picked up weighted signal is taken into account in a reference echo control signal of the 
communication device. 

15. (Currently amended) Method of processing an echo between at least two local 
communication devices close to one another and c oupled by a telecommunication 
network in order to attenuate, in a signal picked up by at least one microphone of 
another of said at least two local c ommunication device -devices including at least one 
microphone, the components of a signal broadcast by at least one loudspeaker of a t 
least one communication devic e inc l ud i ng at l e a s t on e loudspeak e r , the echo 
processing method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining information representing the signal broadcast by ffthel lat least one 
loudspeaker of at least one communication device, and 

transferring, by use of a dedicated coupling with at least one of t he other devjeelocaj 
communication devices , the information obtained. 

16. (Previously presented) Echo processing method according to claim 15, wherein the 
method also comprises obtaining information representing the coupling between at least 
one loudspeaker of the at least one communication device and the microphone of the 
other communication device. 
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17. (Previously presented) Echo processing method according to claim 16 T wherein the 
echo processing method also comprises weighting the information representing the 
broadcast signal of the communication device by coefficients associated with the 
information representing the couplings between at least one loudspeaker of said at least 
one communication device and the microphone of the other communication device. 

18. (Previously presented) Echo processing method according to claim 16, wherein (a) 
the communication device comprises a plurality of loudspeakers, and (b) the signals 
reproduced by each loudspeaker of the said at least one communication device are 
weighted by respective coefficients representing the coupling between each 
loudspeaker of the communication device and the microphone of the other 
communication device, and (c) the weighted signals are added. 

19. (Previously presented) Echo processing method according to claim 15, wherein the 
echo processing method also comprises determining the number of other 
communication devices and determining the number of loudspeakers of the other 
communication devices. 

20. (Previously presented) Echo processing method according to claim 19, wherein the 
echo processing method also comprises: 

generating at least one predetermined audible signal, 

receiving, via coupling with at least one other device, information representing the 
reception of the audible signal by the at least one other device, and 

determining the coupling between the loudspeaker of the said communication device 
and the microphone of at least one other communication device. 

21. (Previously presented) An information medium storing a computer program for 
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causing a computer to perform the steps of claim 12. 

22. (Previously presented) An information medium storing a computer program for 
causing a computer to perform the steps of claim 1 5. 

23. (New) A system including a plurality of the devices of claim 1 wherein the 
dedicated coupling is arranged for coupling a wave including the information and an 
electric component, and the local communication devices are close enough to each 
other that acoustic waves are coupled between the microphones and loudspeakers of 
the local communication devices. 

24. (New) A system including a plurality of the devices of claim 6 wherein the 
dedicated coupling is arranged for coupling a wave including the information and an 
electric component, and the local communication devices are dose enough to each 
other that acoustic waves are coupled between the microphones and loudspeakers of 
the local communication devices. 

25. (New) The method of claim 12 wherein the method is performed at each of the 
local communication devices, the dedicated coupling couples a wave including the 
information and an electric component, and the location communication devices are 
close enough to each other that acoustic waves are coupled between the microphones 
and loudspeakers of the location communication devices. 

26. (New) The method of claim 15 wherein the method is performed at each of the 
local communication devices, the dedicated coupling couples a wave including the 
information and an electric component, and the location communication devices are 
close enough to each other that acoustic waves are coupled between the microphones 
and loudspeakers of the location communication devices. 
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